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Buy Empty Bowls!

April 19, 2006
(details below)

=

For every $1 you donate,
SOS can buy $4 worth of food
for families in need!

Details Inside

SOS Comm unity Ser vices 2006 Upcoming Ev ents

April

19 Empty Bowls, a Project to Fight Hunger , 5-8 p.m.
Sponsored by Concordia University and Sidetrack Bar
and Grill in Ypsilanti’'s historic Depot Town.

Contact: Kathryn, 734.961.1207 or kathrynt@soscs.org

24 Send an SOS Mother's Day Card

Recognize the special women in your life by sending
SOS Mother’s Day Cards. Requests received by April
24 are guaranteed delivery by Mother’s Day.

Contact: Nancy, 734.961.1204 or nancys@s0scs.org

27 SOS Tour, 6-7 p.m.
Get an in-depth look at the challenges of fighting family

homelessness. Discussion led by staff and board members.

Contact: Kathryn, 734.961.1207 or kathrynt@soscs.org

May

25 SOS Tour, 6-7 p.m.

Get an in-depth look at the challenges of fighting family
homelessness. Discussion led by staff and board members.
Contact: Kathryn, 734.961.1207 or kathrynt@soscs.org

June

22 SOS Tour, 6-7 p.m.

Get an in-depth look at the challenges of fighting family
homelessness. Discussion led by staff and board members.
Contact: Kathryn, 734.961.1207 or kathrynt@soscs.org

Stay up to date on all upcoming SOS events
at our website: www .soscs.org
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“Y ou have to get help. | owe that to my children.”
One woman’ s story of finding hope

“I don’t have anything, only my two chil- She heard about a local shelter from a soci
dren and one cdr This isnt what you worker at the Department of Human Ser-
expect to hear from a woman with a Mas-vices, and is now living there.

ters degree. But Ssf story has a lot of
unexpected twists and turns. So with nothing but her two children and
her car Su began putting her life back to-

An immigrant fromTaiwan, Su came to gether She found out about SGSime

... and more!

Volunteer in the News!

N Our very own
Fran Prescott
was featured in
The Ypsilanti
Community
News! The ar-
ticle highlighted
her work on the
SOS Feed a

Michigan seeking a better life. She got afor Tots from a social worker at the shelter Family program.As Fran saysfor evely
degree in Engineering from Eastern Michi- SOS5 Time for Tots is a free therapeutic $1 you give, SOS can buy $4 worth of food
gan University then found a job design- day care program for homeless children. for homeless families You can help by

ing conveyor belts for ChrysleExcept it

sending us a donation (designated for

was the wrong time to be working in the Su was initially apprehensive about put- Feed a Family) or inviting Fran to speak to
auto industry in Michigan. Like so many ting her kids in day care. “I feel like | want your group or gganization.To learn more,
other workers, Su was laid off after the com-to put them in my pocket,” she said, “but -1734.961.1207 or email kathrynt@soscs.org

pany changed hands. when | came here | saw my kids improve a

lot.” Since coming tdlime for Tots, Su
Su then found work at a restaurant in ordersays her 2-year-old daughter Julie* “ex-
to pay the bills. It was there that she metpresses herself more, got her own ideas.
her future husbandTogetheythe couple am very happy she is doing that.”
opened their own restaurant. However
after a short time and too few customers,Su is hopeful about the future. She works
Su and her husband were forced to closdull time at a local restaurant. Shé&arned
their business. to keep a tight budget so she can savd
money and pay bher debt.And, with the
Then Sus life began to unravel. Saddled help of SOS, Su knows her kids are safej
with debt from the failed restaurant and and well-cared for
pregnant with their second child, the couple
made a tough decision. Suiusband de- While Su faced many obstacles, she was
cided to move to California faa while, never afraid to ask for help. She hopes
where the opportunities were better others will do the same. “I really want to
encourage people like me to use the help
That was more than a year ago. HerMaybe it's going to take five years to get
husband never came back. back to normal, but thatbetter than [not
doing anything] and ten years later you
With no money and a baby on the w8y  are still the sameYou have to get help. |
could no longer afford to pay rent. She owe that to my children.”
moved into her friend’ basement. But
once her son David* was born, she had tonames changed at consurterequest
move out.

A Gift Any
Mother
Would Love

This Mother’s Day, show
Mom you care by donating
to SOS in her honor.

With your donation, she will
receive a personalized card and
the satisfaction of knowing she
raised you right.

Card requests must be received
by April 24th. To request a
card, please call Nancy at

734.961.1204 or
nancys@soscs.org

Our Mission

SOS Community Services responds with care and respect to families in need by working in partnerships that result in

economic, family, and residential stability.

SOS Community Services w101 South Huron Street, Ypsilanti, Ml 48197 w Main Line: 734.485.8730 w Housing Crisis Line: 734.484.4300 w www.S0SCS.0rg



Food, Family , and Fun

New Family Relationships membeyallows parents to talk freely about field trips to local scrapbook stores, craft
Group promotes social skills, the|r_fam|I|es and concerns. “Our uI_tlmate act|V|t_|e_s from Detroits Arts and Scra_ps,

. ) goal is that [the parents] can leave this groupand visits from scrapbook teachers in the
builds community with other parents in the community that area. Plus, every child receives a starter kit
What do you get when you mix togetherthey can call upon for help or resources if of scrapbooking supplies donated by

kids, craft supplies, and scissors? BesideBeeded; we encourage them to network withScrapbook Memories in Chelsea.

Helping Homeless Families One School ata Time

Creekside Intermediate School
in Dexter presents $600 check
to SOS Community Services

SOS would like to thank the Student Coun-know how effective this strategy was!
cil at Dextets Creekside Intermediate School

As an incentive, the Council offered a free
lunch at a restaurant to the kids who soldj]
the most raffle tickets in each grade. If
you've ever had to eat school lunches, you

With $600, SOS can . . .

® Buy enough food from
Food Gatherers to feed
2,000 people.

® Pay for one week of

amess, you're likely to see some smiles an@ach othet explained PadleyThese net-

hear a lot of conversation. “I realized thatworks can then provide families with a help-

children will speak freely when engaged ining hand when they leave SOS.
an art project,” says Katrina Padleghil-
dren Services Coordinator at SO8nd if “Our ultimate goal is that [the

you're the parept pf_ayoung child, you know parents] can leave this group
how much easier it is to talk with other adultsWith other parents in the commu-

when your kids are occupied. nity that they can call upon for

That's the idea behind the new Family Rela-Nelp or resources. . .
tionships Group at SOS. Starting this Katrina Padley, SOS Children’s
spring, the 10-week session offers commu- Services Coordinator
nity support for parents in need and a
scrapbooking activity for their children. ~ While the parents share time togeftibe
Each session begins with dinner preparedhildren will be busy scrapbooking. Why?
by local organizations and churches. Because, according to Padlggncourages
children to talk and put their feelings down
After the meal, families separate into a Par-on paper in a creative waydganized by

An important aspect of the Family Relation-
ships Group is that it brings homeless fami-
lies together to help each otherRather
than giving families a bunch of numbers to
call for help, SOS connects them to a sup-
port network of peers. This network can
continue to be a resource for families long
after they've left SOS.

So what do you get when you mix innova-
tive ideas, community support, and respect
for families? Another way SOS helps home-
less families achieve self-sfifiency.

You can helpby donating scrapbook sup-
plies or by making a monetary contribution
SO we can buy our own. For more details,

ents’Group and a Childres’Group. The  Nicole Lowis, the scrapbooking sessions caII_Katrina at 734.929.6227 or email
Parents’ Group, facilitated by an SOS staff include classes led by art education studentskatrinap@soscs.org.

Do SOS a faer:
Go on\acation!

You can donate items to:
114 North River, Ypsilanti, M1 48198

Looking for a great way to help homeless families? You can go on vacation! While you're
away, pick up those free toothpaste tubes, shampoos, and other personal care items at your hotels.

We really need your donated personal care items!

Many families can’t afford to buy basic health and beauty supplies. We do our best to provide families
with these items. But the need is so great, our supplies can’t keep up.

What can you do to help us out? You can bring us toothp aste, shampoo, conditioner , African-
American hair products, feminine products, and size 3, 5, and 6 diapers.

Whether you get these items from a hotel, an office donation drive, or a neighborhood store, we can
guarantee they will make a huge difference .

To make a monet ary donation:
Call 734.961.1207 or email
kathrynt@soscs.org

for their generous donation! The StudentAs you can see at right, $600 goes a long
Council held a raffle to raise money for SOSway at SOS. Thanks again, Creekside, fol
because they wanted to help homeless famikelping us help homeless families!

lies inWashtenaw County

The students at Creekside Intermediate present SOS Development Director Kathryn Taylor (top row,

fourth from left) with a $600 check for SOS.

Heart of Gold V olunteer: Daria Diakonova

Remember the first time you saw a baby take
his first steps? Daria does. It was while she
was volunteering with SOS. “#’so sur
prising how babies change from week to
week,” she said.

Daria, a Senior at U of M, volunteers with
Time for Tots as part of her Psychology
Practicum. Students from the class either vol-
unteerat SOS Community Services or the
Ann Arbor Community CenterAccording

to Daria, “the class looks at how different
organizations work, what they do, and how
they help the community It's also an op-
portunity for psychology students to work
with at-risk youth. The practicum is one of

the_ man_y partnt_arshlps between SOS and tr@aria opens a good book while volunteering at
University of Michigan that promotes stu- the Time 4 Tots program

dent learning in the community

Daria is very impressed with SGsS’
Daria volunteers every Tuesday in the BabyChildrens Services. “They are trying to help
andToddlers room. She plays with the kids,out in so many ways,” she explained.
helps make lunch and snacks, and puts kids

therapeutic, caring, and
safe day care for a home-
less child from a local
shelter.

® Provide warm, safe
shelter and critical case
management for four
homeless families for
one night.

® Assist six families whose
electricity or gas has been
turned off so they can have
light and warmth while they
gather the resources to
pay their bills.

Since parents don'’t always know how to
teach their children colors and numbers, the
games are a great help.

One of the qualities that really shines in
Daria is her passion for helping others. In
addition to volunteering at SOS, Daria
serves as a tutor and friend to two adopted
children. The children, ages 11 and 13, are
from Russia. Since Daria came to the US
from Russia at age 13, she knows what the
children are going through. Her willingness
to reach out and support others makes her
a great volunteer

Through volunteering with SOS, Daria is
learning things that she can’t learn sitting
in a classroomAt SOS, we encourage col-
lege students to volunteer in our programs
as a way to enhance their educatidve
look forward to meeting many more won-

derful and talented volunteers like Daria.

down for a nap. She really loves interactingParia is also helping us out at SOS. She isTo become a volunteer at SOS, call
with the babies. “The kids are all so differ-creating games for parents to use so theyponna at 734.961.1210 or send an email

ent and they all have their own moments.” can reinforce play learning at home.

to volunteer@soscs.org.



