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. Makg Friends at Sunny Days

* Honoring Builders of Hope

Building a “Place of Hope” For SOS

We certainly have a lot to talk about sincg
our last issue of SOSlert! In addition to l
%

our usual program work, we've been doin
a lot of planning for the future. Our plans
became alot clearer on May 11, 2006. Th
night we honored Louis Johnson and Crai
Welch, the Builders of Hope, a dynami
duo of homebuilders who have dedicate
six long years to helping SOS find a ne
home (se&sOS Honors Builders of Hope

page 7).

Much of this issue of SOAlert is dedi-
cated to sharing with you our vision for th
future of SOS. Inside, you will find a de-
scription of our new site, highlights from
the May 11 event, the reasons behind o
proposed move, and information on ho
you can get involved. ' B |
Two sisters who paticipate in our programs.
We open this newsletter with the words ofspair call upon SOS and we'thee. V¢
Executive Director Gary Bell. His speechwelcome the strangefé feed the hungr
during the Builders of Hope reception viv-We house the homeless.e Weal people’

....and more!

We closed two buildings last year because
of black mold and, last month, the heating
and cooling unit in our main building
died.

And still, we respond with care and respect
to evey person, everfamily evey child
who comes to our doorWe do that be-
cause we're a place of hope.

Johnson Building Grup and \Wxfod
Homes arduildersof hope. They’re home
builders who are helping SOS to build a
new home so we can do more to help fami-
lies on the edge to have and keep homes.
So families in turmoil will have a place of
refuge. So homeless families will never be
homeless again. So children who have
seen and experienced terrible things will
have a safe place — a caring and nurturing
place — to heal and to gw. To be chil-
dren.

idly captures the spirit of our work and ourwounds. More than 9,000 people — moreEvery person in this room can be a builder

need for a new home: than 5,000 childen — evey single year

of hope. Every person in this room has
some capacity — some knowledge, some

A single mother with two children, no jobFor every at-risk and homeless family inskill, some resource — for building hope,
and no place to live is living in hope. AWashtenaw Counpys0S is a place of hope for building a place of welcome and ref-

small boy who has nightmares from watchbecause we really do help.
ing someone beat up his mother night af-

uge — a place of new opportunities — for
homeless mothers and fathers and chil-

ter night is in need of hope. A young girlOur challenge is that we do all that in dren. Yu and you and you can become
whose family moves week after week frofuildings that are falling apart. They're builders of hope, and #my own ferent
one place to another — with never a bedcramped, they’re decrepit and they’re hope that you will.

for her — is waiting in hope. spread out over psilanti andAnn Arbor.

Everyone reading this newsletter can also

A mother a son, a daughter — a family We sewre thousands of people each yeaibe a builder of hope. Turn to pages 6-7 to

They're all homeless and they're all hop-out of a house that'150 years old.We  find out how you can help. d@schedule a

ing that, somehowthings will get better — give away 32,000 meals worth of food evpersonal appointment with an SOS staff

that someone, some place will help. ery yeay carting evey single can and box member call Kathryn at 734.961.1207 or
up a cramped, narrow staircase from a little email kathrynt@soscs.org.

SOS is that someone. SOS is that placeoom in the basement.

Families lost in a sea of turmoil and de-

Our Mission

SOS Community Services responds with care and respect to families in need by working in partnerships that result in
economic, family, and residential stability.

SOS Community Services w101 South Huron Street, Ypsilanti, Ml 48197 w Main Line: 734.485.8730 w Housing Crisis Line: 734.484.4300 w www.S0SCS.0rg



Two Girls Make Friends at “Cool, Excellent, and W  onderful” Sunny Days

Rachael and Janiya have been good friends and Girl ScoutsAs our programs are end-
since the first day of Sunny Days in 2004. ing for the school yearthe girls have
SOS5 Sunny Days was the first program the brought up memories of last yé&aSunny

two girls participated in through SGS’ Days and have suggested new places to go
Homeless Childres’ Services, and we all on field trips. They are ready for the camp
know that first days can be scary to start, and are excited to go there this

year...together
At the start of the first dayRachael and

Janiya were quiet, reserved, and unsure of Rachael and Janiya are both 10 years old,
what to expect. But by the end of the day and go to different schools. They are look-
they had met 20 children just like them and fa ing forward to swimming at Independence
bunch of enthusiastic volunteers and staff Lake and going on field trips together
members. Janiya is excited to spend more time out-

side, and Rachael is excited about seeing

SOSs Sunny Days Summ@ctivities Pro- Janiya (left) and Rachael (right) smile for her old friends from last y€arSunny Days.

gram is specifically designed for kids likethe camera on the last day of after-school

Rachael and Janiya who have experiencéd®""9: Janiya says SOS ChildrerPrograms are,

homelessness, trauma, and other difficultiegan to build relationships with other chil““Fun and exciting; | get to hang out with

While the children get to do all the things welren. Janiya learned that she was a leadety friends a lot . . . SOS programs are cool,

loved to do at camp—go on field trips, doand used this natural ability in a positiveexcellent and wonderful.”

crafts, and run around—there are also ther&ay by leading the younger children in mak-

peutic and educational activities that addre$8g good choices. Want to learn how you can supp@unny

the needs of homeless children. Days? Other childens programs? Call
Both girls, as well as their families, are stilKathryn at 734.961.1207.

As last years Sunny Days progressed actively involved in our programs, regularly

Rachael improved her reading skills and beattending afteschool tutoring,Telling It

The Apprenticeship Program Help s Your Business Make a Difference

What does it take to land your dream job?
stellar resumeAdynamite interview? Un-
fortunately many people who come to SOS
for help have never learned these skills.

That's why SOS created tA@prenticeship
Program. Celebrating its eighth successfy
year theApprenticeship Program gives for
merly homeless parents the skills they negd
to get the job they wantAfter a two-week
job skills training session, participants comt
plete a short-term paiflpprenticeship pe-
riod within SOS, a local business, or a nor
profit.

The Appr enticeship Piogram needs your
help! The SOS Employability Servicdsam
is seeking interested businesses and nogga
profit agencies to hospprenticeshipsn | Apprenticeship Piogram Benefts For Your Business or Oganization
entry-level positionsApprentices can pro-
vide real benefits to your organization, part
ticularly in sustaining entry-level employees

Apprentices Sam and Nick discuss job hunting at a job skills training in May

Participants are matched with businesses based on their skills and interests.
SOS can pay a portion of the participarglary during the program.
Businesses can train participants in a low-risk, high-reward environment.
SOS provides supportive services to ensure the success of participants.
Businesses work with a program with an eight-year track record of success
You will be recognized as a business that helps others in the community

For more information please contact
Michele Wlliams, 734.484.9913 or
michelew@soscs.org

5 O 35 5 35 5
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Welcome to the New SOS!

SOS has been working for several years
create a single campus for all our prograr
S0 we can serve more people mofeatively.
We now have the land (s&&0S Honors
Builders of Hope, page) and are designing
an exciting new campus to better meet t
needs of the people we serve. Landscg
architect Cory Gallo developed the basic s
plan at right.

Our new home will be owest MichigarAv-
enue inYpsilantiTownship and consist of
six acre main campus bounded on three sic
by scenic wetlands. Entering the camp
from MichiganAvenue, one will come first to
the SOS Family Centewhich will be home to
our housing and emergency food program
The Center will be located close to the ma
entrance to accommodate people arriving
foot or by bus.

Next doorour SOS Childres’Center will pro-
vide wonderful environments and increass

he

pe
te

es
IS

d

capacities for our therapeutic day care, afer

school and summer activities programA.

curving colonnade will connect the two cer
ters and provide a safe drop-off area for ch
dren arriving on SOS buses and vans. Bq

centers will be situated on a natural grage

and be wheelchair accessible.

Each classroom in the ChildrerCenter will

have its own door leading directly to wellt

i I

protected and age-appropriate playgroundls.

School-age children will enjoy outdoor ag

tivities on a lage “great lawn” nearhyand

teens will have space on the far side of tH8e SOS Proposed Campus Site Plan designed by architect Cory Gallo
lawn for basketball and other hard surface

games.

Steps between the two centers will lead t

lower terrace and a nature walk that will folf Location: West Michigarvenue and Ellsworth Road¥psilantiTownship.

low the perimeter of the wetlands and off
terrific views of a ravine and 12 acres of wood
A terraced garden on the southern edge
the great lawn will enable gardening for a

ages and furnish vegetables for the SOS em

gency food program.

All'in all, the new campus will be a place (r)l\

refuge and hope for at-risk and homeless fa
lies and children from throughodashtenaw
County

Help make our vision aality! Turn to page
6 to find out how!

r

Ohousing programs.

SummeActivity Program.

Estimated Completion Date:

Family Center : 16,000 square foot building for our emergency food

FChildren’ s Center: 7,500 square foot building for otiime forTots
Therapeutic Child Care program, after-school programs, and Sunny [

'Other Features: Location is accessible by bus. Campus contains age-
appropriate play areas, gardens, and a nature walk.

201

and

ays
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A Night with the Builders of Hope . . .
Setting the Tone

Excitement, hope, and the smooth sounds of Louis Jolsrjaenband filled
the night at the Builders of Hope Reception on MBy2006. Johnson (on
keyboard) helped SOS purchase land for our new campus.

Describing Our Vision

Board members Mark McDonald (left) and Letitia Byrd

(center) look on as Katie Pelz-Dauvis (right) discusses the

SOS Executive Director Gary Bell (left) describes our neWa, home of théveliness Community of Southeast Michi-
site plan to CraiyVelch (right) Welch is part of the Builders gan. TheWellness Community will be SOSheighbors

of Hope. at the new site.

SOS Community Services w www.soscs.orgw page 4



Sharing Our Excitement

SOS Board Member Letitia Byrd (left) speaks with a
menber of thaMVellness Community about our future

plans.
SOS Board Member Deni$anguay (right) is all smiles as she
chats with others at the reception.

Building Hope Together

Board members, businesspeople, nonprofit leaders, ahd
concerned members of the community all took part i

the Builders of Hope event.

=)

SOS Board Member Joetta Mial (right) gets a big hug from
CraigWelch as she presents him with a plaque honoring
his work as a Builder of Hope.

SOS Community Services w www.s0scs.orgw page 5



Building a New Place of Hope for Mothers, Children, and Families in Need

You may be wondering why we have decided Tomorrow, that boy will have room to run
to build a new site. The reasons are simple| and jump and laugh and play and learn about
we are building a new site so we can serje wonderful things in the large, light-filled SOS

more families and children mordedtively. Childrens Center

We are building a new site so we can cop- h ite is ab .
tinue to respond to their needs with care apd The new SOS site Is about serving

respect and afford them the dignity they dg- more at-risk and homeless families
serve as human beings. more efectively. It's about respect-
ing the dignity of people in need.

Today, a single mother with three children whp
feels crushed by the burdens of life poufs
out intimate details of her life in a decrep
old building that has little privacy

With a new SOS Family Centeve can listen
more effectively to more mothers and serve
more food more easily to more hungry people.

—

Tomorrow, that mother will be able to tell het . . ,
story in a warm, comfortable room at the negPS is building a new site to serve more With & new SOS Childres'Centerwe can

' . amilies and children more effectively. touch more childres’lives in more profound
SOS Family Centewhere only a rained SOS and lasting waysWe can have indoor spaces
counselor can hear

for parent workshops and outdoor spaces for
children to play

sanitary room with its own distribution
Today, a volunteer who fills thousands of grozounter at the new SOS Family Center

cery bags every year has to cart every single _A modern, more spacious SOS site will be a

box and can up a dark, narrow staircase fraraday, a little boy huddlesin a cramped,—alrp|aCe of refuge and help — a symbol of heal-

a small, dank room in a basement. less room with 10 other children and growqhﬁ and hope — for families in need.

ups because our day care center is too smal
Tomorrow, that volunteer will have immedi-for all the children we serve.
ate access to tons of food stored in a large

f
ur supy

r
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SOS Honors Builders of Hope

What can happen in six years? If you're |

baby X;uc’ve Iﬁarned toLwa_Ik, ;aIrI](, and sindg Become a

your 's. If you're Louis Johnson an : I

Craig Welch, you've used your incredible Builder of Hope!

talgpt to help SOS purchase land for a,neyw You and your business

unified campus. can make a difference ir]

the lives of homeless

On May 1, 2006,The Homebuilderasso- families!

ciation ofWashtenaw Countyogether with

SOS and heWellness Community of South- Learn how you can

east Michigan, honored Johnson &veich, help! Call Kathryn at

the “Builders of Hope,” for six years of hard 734.961.1207 or emailf

work and dedication that resulted in the purBoard Members DeniseTanguay and Joetta Mial present kathrynt@soscs.org.
Louis Johnson of Johnson Building Goup and Craig Welch

chase of land for SOS. of Wexford Homes with plaques honoring theirgift to SOS.

The land, located at Ellsworth and Michigaryj, kigs off the wrong track and on the righhave a safe place — a caring and nurturing

in Ypsilanti Township, has been valued ay ¢y 5o they won't be dependent on seplace — to heal and togw T be childen.”

more than $1 million. Instead of selling the ;g »

land to. a deve_Ioperthe two Iocall Thank you Craig and Louis for your gener-
homebuilders decided to make a better in, hig speech at the May 11 event, SOS Exsity. You are helping SOS to bring hope
vestment by selling the land to SOS at @cyjve Director Gary Bell echoed Johnson’and support to thousands of homeless fami-
deeply discounted price. commitment to children: lies inWashtenaw County!

Builders of Hope helped purchase land fofThe Builders of Hope are helping SOS tq=gr pictures from the Builders of Hope Re-
SOS because, according to Johnson, “SAgiild a new home, so children who hav@eption, turn to page 4-5.
provides a great return on investment by geseen and experienced terrible things will

Heart of Gold V olunteer: T ina Dryden

Tina Dryden is one dedicated volunteShe

even has th&-shirts to prove it. In fact, Tina continued to volunteer withAIP until

Tina has so many SOSshirts she could be it recently lost funding, and now she is look-

a walking advertisement for SOS every dgy ing for new ways to volunteer with SOS.

of the week. BuTina’s inspirational service

to homeless youth does more to demonstrate In addition to volunteering here, Tina works

her commitment than arlyshirt could. on Information Services with the University
of Michigan and is thinking about going

Tina started volunteering with SOS in 1999, back to teach and then pursuing her MSW

while a student at University of Michigan

Atthat time, she was interested in social work What she likes best about volunteering with

and wanted to find a volunteer opportunity SOS, she says, “is being around all of the

in that field. She had also decided that v friendly people. I8 encouraging to be

. iI:ina through the years:A photo from our . . .
unteering at UM wasn’t enough. Insteadgpring 20093 neW;ener (|§ft) and a more around like-minded people—whether it be

Tina says she “wanted to reach out more tecent photo (right). workers who want to help others or con-
the community SoTina became an after sumers who want to better themselves.”
school tutor with SOS, where she served as
a positive role model for homeless youth. Our FAT program has been recognized as$OS is truly honored to have such a dedi-
national model for homeless families. Itated volunteer!
In 2000, Tina made a year-long commitmengives parents the tools they need to raise
to SOS as aAmeriCorps memberDuring  happy healthy kids. Want to make a diffence in the lives of
her year of volunteer service, she worked with homeless youth®ant a lot of cool Shirts?
Time for Tots, the Sunny Days Summfsz-  Tina was especially excited to volunteer witiCall Donna at 734.961.1210 or send an email
tivities Program and after-school programsPAT because, “RT’s motto and goals re-to volunteer@soscs.org.
ally struck me and [the st&$] passion for
Tina came back to SOS in 2002 to volunteethe prograns success with SOS consum-
with the Parents a®achers (RT) program. ers was an inspiration.”
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Become a Builder of Hope.
(see inside for details!)

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

* Honoring Builders of Hope < Making Friends at Sunny Days ... and more!

SOS Comm unity Ser vices 2006 Upcoming Ev ents

July

27 SOS Tour, 6-7 p.m.

Get an in-depth look at the challenges of fighting family
homelessness. Discussion led by staff and board members.
Contact: Kathryn, 734.961.1207 or kathrynt@soscs.org

August

16 Sunny Days Celebration, 2-3:30 p.m., T emple
Beth Emeth/St. Claire Episcopal Church

Includes a 45 minute Talent Show performed by the Sunny
Days children/staff, picture slideshow, and introduction of
staff/ivolunteers. Following the performance is a reception
with sandwiches, desserts and finger foods.

18-20 Empty Bowls, Ypsilanti Hertiage Festival
Buy a bowl to help homeless families at this annual event.
Contact: Kathryn, 734.961.1207

Stay up to date on all upcoming SOS news and event

August  (continued)

24 SOS Tour, 6-7 p.m.

Get an in-depth look at the challenges of fighting family
homelessness. Discussion led by staff and board members.
Contact: Kathryn, 734.961.1207 or kathrynt@soscs.org

September

14 washtenaw United Way Day of Caring

The 12th Annual Day of caring will connect volunteers
from corporations, labor groups and other organizations
with opportunities to support nonprofits like SOS. Visit
www.wuway.org for more info.

25 SOsS Tour, 6-7 p.m.

Get an in-depth look at the challenges of fighting family
homelessness. Discussion led by staff and board members.
Contact: Kathryn, 734.961.1207 or kathrynt@soscs.org.

s at our website: www .soscs.org



